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HOW TO IMPACT THE
LAND-USE PLANNING PROCESS

A GUIDE FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING ADVOCATES

CITY OF TORONTO PLANNING TIMELINE COMMUNITY
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PHASE 3: PUBLIC MEETING
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THE LAND-USE PLANNING PROCESS
WORDS TO KNOW

DEVELOPMENT

The creation of (or chqnges to) built forms on a
specific piece of land (siie).This can include

buildings, pqu space, and other physicoi structures.

KEY PLAYERS

CITY COUNCIL

An elected group of representatives called Ciiy
Councillors who make laws (called "by—lqws")

and big decisions for the Ci’[y, inciuding J[hings
related to land-use pionning. Each Councillor is

elected by residents of the neigh]oourhood Jfhey

represent.

LOCAL COUNCILLOR

The City councillor who represents the
nei?hbourhood where the d)eveioper wants to
build the new deveioprnerii.

CITY PLANNING STAFF

Work with stakeholders, other City divisions, and
City Council to set goals and policies, review and
process developmeni opplico’rions, and gq’rher
public input and conduct research to develop and
review plans, reguloiions and projects

CITY PLANNER FOR THE SITE

One planner is the lead for each proposed
deveipoprnen’r. You can contact them! Their name
and contact information will be on the Ciiy
website, and sometimes on billboards put up at
the site.

DEVELOPER

The company that roposes and carries out a

plan to get a new eveiopmeni designed, funded,
and ]oui%f.

DEVELOPMENT TEAM

A developrneni team usuodly includes experts
from a number of companies. On any one project,
the developer may hire architecture, plonning,
engineering, heriiqge, transportation,
environmental, or community consultation
consultants.

PLANNING CONSULTANTS

Provide advice and direction on developmeni
services and do initial reviews of plonning
applications. A Planning Consultant is stationed
in each of four District offices (Etobicoke York,
North York, Scarborough, and Toronto and East
York)

LPAT (LOCAL PLANNING APPEAL TRIBUNAL)

A provincidl tribunal that developers can orppeorl
to get a Ciiy Council plqnning decision
overturned. The province may be chqrigirig this
system soon.

RESOURCES

APPLICATION INFORMATION CENTRE

A section of the City of Toronto website that
allows residents to search for details about current
plonning opplicqiions.

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-
development/application-information-centre/

WEST I

NEIGHBOURHOOD
HOUSE

SISITIERING

THE WEST END COALITION FOR HOUSING JUSTICE, 2019

KEY PLANNING DOCUMENTS

TORONTO MUNICIPAL CODE

Explains how City processes work. It's a good place
to learn more about the development process an
when and how community members can give
input.

toronto.ca/legdocs/bylaws/lawmcode.htm

The City also has two major land-use plonning
documents that make rules about what you can

build on each piece of land in the Ci’fy:
OFFICIAL PLAN

A document that guides future grow’fh and
development within a city or municipdli’f . Includes
Jflriing's Efike plons for transit, maps of which areas
will get a lot of new housing and other buildings,
and plorns for moking the Ci’fy do less harm to J31e
environment. [t has a big effect on what gets built

in the Ciiy.

toronto.ca/city—povemment/planning—
development/official-plan-guidelines/official-plan/

ZONING BY-LAW

A Ciiy-wide law that sets the rules for each piece
of land about what uses are allowed — such as
housing, stores, or factories. It also makes rules
about the structure and design of the building and
surrounding land, such as height, density (how
much can be built on the lot), and lot size.

toronto.ca/city-government/planning-
development/zoning-by-law-preliminary-zoning-
reviews/zoning-by-law-569-2013-2/

MEETINGS TO ATTEND

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION MEETING

Not required by the qunning Act, but may be held
for some qppiicq’fioris, iricludirig most large sites..
UsuoHy orgqriized by Ciiy qunriing SJ[le? The
developer presents their proposql, and community
members comment on it.

PUBLIC MEETING

Sometimes referred to as the statutory pu]olic
meeting to dis’finguish it from op’fionol community
consultations. Its purpose is to consider the Cit

staff report on an dppiico’fion and debate its merits.
The pu lic can write in or attend to make their
views known.
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